
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to the first electronic book of 100 handcrafted Sudoku puzzles by ten of the best 
setters in the world. The puzzles are accessible by printing the pages or by 
scanning/selecting the online puzzle links (QR codes and/or URL). 
 
The inspiration behind this book comes from being part of a great community of puzzle 
enthusiasts on CRACKING THE CRYPTIC; a YouTube channel, with a DISCORD server, and a 
PATREON offering for the more dedicated puzzlers. 
 
CRACKING THE CRYPTIC has an online catalogue of every puzzle they have showcased on 
the channel which gave the idea behind putting this electronic book together to enable one 
to easily get access to 100 of the best puzzles that the community have said they like. 
 
The ten setters have produced some of the most intriguing, mind-boggling and extremely 
challenging variant Sudokus that are a pleasure to watch as well as solve. Each puzzle is 
accompanied by links (QR codes and/or URL) to enable you to watch Simon Anthony and 
Mark Goodliffe solve the puzzles if you get stuck or want to learn how to solve a variant 
Sudoku. 
 

 
         Simon Anthony        Mark Goodliffe 
 
 
To find out more about CRACKING THE CRYPTIC and what they have to offer click on the 
picture above. 
 
Eight of the ten setters have appeared on Memeristor (support on Patreon), Rangsk 
(support on Patreon) or Zetamath (support on Patreon) YouTube channels and links (QR 
codes and/or URL) are provided to watch interviews with these setters at the beginning of 
that setter's set of 10 puzzles. 
 
  

https://discord.gg/BbN89j5
https://www.patreon.com/crackingthecryptic
https://tinyurl.com/CTCCatalogue
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO3sj30rVauGHsUwt7gmySA
https://www.patreon.com/Memeristor
https://www.youtube.com/c/Rangsk
https://www.patreon.com/rangsk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbw-EzG1Ke7BkHXc1dUfglw
https://www.patreon.com/zetamath
https://www.youtube.com/c/CrackingTheCryptic/featured


Variant Sudoku Rules 
 
CLASSIC: each row, column, and outlined box must contain the digits 1 to 9 exactly once. 
 
KILLER: a set of cells surrounded by a dashed line that sums to the number in the top left 
corner such that no digit repeats within this set of cells. 
 
LITTLE KILLER: an arrow and a number outside the grid that points to all cells diagonally 
from the tip of the arrow. These cells sum up to the number outside the grid. Digits may 
repeat on the diagonal if allowed by CLASSIC rules. 
 
THERMOS: shown as a bulb and a line and digits must strictly increase from the bulb end to 
the tip of the line. 
 
ARROWS: shown as a circle and a line with an arrow tip where the cells on the line add up to 
the number in the circle. Digits may repeat on the line if allowed by CLASSIC rules. 
 
RENBAN: shown as a purple line where the cells on the line form a consecutive set of digits. 
 
GERMAN WHISPER: shown as a green line where consecutive cells on the line must differ by 
5 or more. 
 
BETWEEN: shown as two circles joined by a line where the numbers on the line are strictly 
between the numbers in the two circles. Digits may repeat on the line if allowed by CLASSIC 
rules. 
 
EQUAL SUM/REGION SUM: shown as a dark blue line that crosses regions/boxes where the 
sum of the cells on the line in one region equals the sum of the cells on the line in another 
region. The line may pass through the same region more than once and each occurrence is a 
separate sum. 
 
PALINDROME: shown as a grey line where the digits on the line form a palindrome reading 
the same backwards and forwards. 
 
ENTROPIC: shown as a gold/yellow line where each group of three consecutive digits must 
be from three distinct entropic groups (123) (456) (789). 
 
MODULAR: shown as a light blue line where each group of three consecutive digits must be 
from three distinct modular groups (147) (258) (369). 
 
LOCKOUT: shown as two diamonds connected by a line where the numbers in the diamonds 
must differ by 4 or more and the numbers on the line must be strictly outside of the 
numbers in the diamonds. i.e., opposite to between lines. 
 
IRREGULAR: The 9 outlined boxes in a classic Sudoku are replaced by 9 regions of any shape 
where the cells in the shape are all orthogonally connected. 
 



CHESS (KNIGHT/KING/QUEEN): A cell that is a KnightΩs move, a KingΩs move, or a QueenΩs 
move in chess cannot be the same digit. 
 
SANDWICH: The digits in a row or column between the 1 and 9 must total the number 
outside that row or column. 
 
SKYSCRAPER: The digits in a row or column are treated as skyscrapers where 9 is the tallest 
and 1 is the smallest. The number outside the grid for that row or column shows the 
number of skyscrapers seen from that direction. 
 
NUMBERED ROOMS: The number outside the grid for a row or column is indexed by the cell 
next to where that number is placed. 
 
CLONE: Two or more regions are clones if they are the same shape and have the same digits 
in the same positions within the shape. 
 
XV: The two digits between a V sum to 5; the two digits between an X sum to 10. 
 
KROPKI: The digits between a white dot are consecutive; the digits between a black dot are 
in the ratio of 2:1. 
 
DISJOINT GROUP: Digits in the same relative position within a box must be a set of digits 1 
to 9. 
 
NON-CONSECUTIVE: Orthogonally connected digits must not be consecutive. 
 
EXTRA REGION: Extra regions of 9 cells are given in the grid and are treated as killer cages 
that sum to 45. 
 
ODD/EVEN: A cell with a grey circle must be odd, and a cell with a grey square must be 
even. 
 
FORTRESS CELLS: A cell with arrows pointing to orthogonal cells must be greater than all 
those cells. A cell with arrows pointing from orthogonal cells must be less than all those 
cells. 
 
QUADRUPLES: A circle at the junction of 4 cells that has one or more digits shows that the 
group of cells around the circle must contain the digits in the circle. 
 
159: A digit in columns 1, 5 and 9, is the index of the digits 1, 5 and 9 respectively in that 
row. 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Known as the DEVIL in the CTC community 
Phistomefel made his first appearance on 
aŜƳŜǊƛǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΦ 

 
 
Watch Phistomefel 
 
 

 
My Top 10 Phistomefel Puzzles: 

 
Killer X: the first puzzle set by Phistomefel on CTC. Simon titles this as an awesome 
Sudoku from a new world class setter and this has proved to be the case. 
 
Galaxy Killer: Simon says this is his Puzzle of the Year being one of the first to combine a 
pencil puzzle with a Sudoku. 
 
Snake Egg: Excitable Simon gives himself a few (33) minutes of puzzle joy. 
 
Araf Killer: Another combination puzzle shows Simon battle against the Genius of 
Phistomefel. 
 
Pentomino: This is the one and only non-Sudoku puzzle in my top 100. 
 
The Knot: Simon gets tied up in the knot. Can he escape the knot? 
 
Kuromasudoku: Yet another combination puzzle to inspire Simon - Kuroma and Sudoku. 
 
Moles: Simon sets about solving the mystery of the moles. The title Moles becomes 
apparent as Simon progresses through the puzzle. 
 
Roman Whispers: άThis defies beliefέ says Simon. It is a truly Phistomefel Miracle. 
 
10-Line: άA new rulesetέ Simon says is the shortest yet. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF3FGpLN6bM


 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits along the diagonals must not repeat. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Awesome Sudoku from World Class Setter. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Awesome Sudoku from World Class Setter.  

Killer X 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcsMMQaqRYc
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/GBTtJ6BnqP


 
 
 

 
 
This puzzle is a mixture of a Killer Sudoku and a Galaxy Puzzle.  
 
CLASSIC rules apply. The dots given in the grid are the centres of point symmetric galaxies 
(non-overlapping sets of orthogonally connected cells), which function as cages for the killer 
sudoku. The number above a dot indicates the sum of the digits in such a cage. The digits in 
a cage may not repeat. Contrary to a classical galaxy puzzle, not every cell in the grid must 
be part of a galaxy.  
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch the Puzzle of the Year. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play the Puzzle of the Year.  

Galaxy Killer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ei9i1sHTKHs
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Qtd84QLnMr


 
 
 

 
 
This puzzle is a combination of a CLASSIC Sudoku and a Snake Egg Puzzle.  
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Additionally, a snake must be drawn into the grid. Head and tail of the 
snake are in the two cells with the grey circles. The snake may not touch itself orthogonally, 
but it can touch itself diagonally. The rest of the cells without the snake form exactly eight 
orthogonally connected areas, one of each size from 1 to 8. These areas may not touch each 
other orthogonally, but they can touch diagonally. Such an area of size n contains each digit 
from 1 to n exactly once. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Give Yourself a Few Minutes of Puzzle Joy. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Give Yourself a Few Minutes of Puzzle Joy.  

Snake Egg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jZtG5inMPE
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/jh8B2BpF2g


 
 
 

 
 
This puzzle is a crossover between an Araf puzzle and a KILLER sudoku.  
 
About the rules: 

¶ CLASSIC rules apply. 

¶ The grid must be decomposed into different areas. Each cell belongs to exactly one 
area. Each area contains exactly two clues. 

¶ The sum of all digits in an area lies between the two clues but may not reach them. 
For example, if the clues for an area are 21 and 24, the sum of the digits in the area 
is 22 or 23. Digits may not repeat within an area. 

 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Man vs Genius. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Man vs Genius.  

Araf Killer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3oVi4cBRxE
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/hDNMJqPmTh


 
 
 

 
 
This puzzle is a pentomino-dividing puzzle with a roundtrip-constraint.  
About the rules: 

¶ Every cell of the grid must be part of exactly one pentomino. 

¶ Orthogonally adjacent pentominos must be different from each other (i.e., they 
cannot be transformed into each other by reflection and rotation). 

¶ In addition, a round trip must be drawn into the grid. It runs horizontally and 
vertically between the centres of cells. It may not cross or touch itself. 

¶ A clue in a cell indicates how many cells of the according pentomino are passed 
through by the round trip. 

¶ Every pentomino contains at most one clue. A pentomino without clue must be 
visited by the round trip at least once. 

 

 
 

Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Devil's Jigsaw.     Play Devil's Jigsaw 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pentomino 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=emH5qSvPTes
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbG1pQmRMSGJ1d2U0YVppZDcweDRoZENPM0N1Z3xBQ3Jtc0tsWmdYRGdQSVpDOE5IV0JpY0ZyUG5GbTl0YnI1SzFPb09NQTZ4OF90WG04OV9yR3VaWEVab0cyQnJ5dXNJVkN6Z3BjdERfWU41Z0pNTW95TjZYdHFOOXlJSXFyUUxDLXlsNDRfMWdHMmYzYkdJekJrSQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fy22mojbw&v=emH5qSvPTes


 
 

 

 
 

This puzzle is a CLASSIC KILLER sudoku.  
 

CLASSIC rules apply.  KILLER rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Can You Escape This Knot. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Can You Escape This Knot. 
  

The Knot 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1K9HowSZuOw
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/nnQ482qjHq


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Additionally, some of the cells must be coloured grey. Grey cells may 
not be orthogonally adjacent, and the non-grey cells must form a connected set. The grey 
cells also must be filled with digits according to the Sudoku rules.  
 
A number in the top left corner of a cell indicates the sum of the digits, that are seen from 
this cell looking to the north, south, east, and west. The cell with the clue counts once in this 
sum. Grey cells block the visibility. A cell with a clue may not be coloured grey. Within the 
field of vision of a clue, digits may repeat if the Sudoku rules allow it. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch When One Genius Inspires Another. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play When One Genius Inspires Another.  

Kuromasudoku 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gsXTT-yWgE
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/9qMJNmR7Gj


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules, KILLER rules and THERMO rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Solving the Mystery of the Mole. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Solving the Mystery of the Mole. 
 
  

Moles 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iYj9pKijqY
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/DFNBq8T6hj


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules, GERMAN WHISPER rules apply with a negative XV constraint (the digits in two 
orthogonally adjacent squares must not add up to 5 nor 10). 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch The Phistomefel Miracle. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play The Phistomefel Miracle. 
  

Roman Whispers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMdV3F5wK48
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/pT24tfPFL8


 
 

 

 
 
 
CLASSIC rules apply.  Adjacent digits along a line must sum to 10 or more. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch The Shortest Ruleset Ever. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play The Shortest Ruleset Ever.  

10-Line 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zu6X5a6d0WU
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/6BDF4d9G7r


 
 
 
 

 
 
Aad van de Wetering is known as the KING of Sudoku. He has the most 
CTC YouTube views of his puzzles than anyone else. 
 
 

 
My Top 10 Aad van de Wetering Puzzles 
 
Pi Sudoku X: ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ !ŀŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /¢/ {ǳŘƻƪǳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ tƛΦ Described by Simon as an 
utterly impossible construction. 
 
Two Magic Squares: Follow up to the Magic Square puzzle that received over 8 million 
views. 
 
Eureka Sudoku: άAnother magic extended square Sudoku that is extremely hardέ says one 
ƻŦ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ǘŜǎǘŜǊǎΦ 
 
Snooker Sudoku: Great musical intro of snooker based on the maximum break in snooker. 
 
Arrow Twist: Lots of simple tricks from the incredible King of Sudoku. 
 
Boomerang: The master brings you a Sudoku with 2 given digits and 3 arrows. 
 
Dutch Whispers: Another impossible looking Sudoku with 519 as the given digits. 
 
Windmills of your Mind: Mark makes an appearance at last with 2 given digits and a 
windmill to test your mind. 
 
Superking: Only 6 given digits and X to tease Simon. A new rule saying diagonal digits must 
differ by at least 2. 
 
Swirling 15: ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƳŀƪŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ мр ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŎŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ 
well as the semi-magic square.  



 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Digits may not repeat along the blue diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Making a Sudoku Out of Pi. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Making a Sudoku Out of Pi.  

PI Sudoku X 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olacZC9jX7E
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/GHfGq7p8hM


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply.  Both main diagonals (marked) contain only ODD digits.  The two 
marked grey squares in the grid (upper left and bottom right) are magic squares i.e., they 
must contain the digits 1 to 9 (once each) and every row/column/diagonal must sum to the 
same number. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch The Return of the Sudoku King. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play The Return of the Sudoku King.  

Two Magic Squares 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uX8fCww8cM
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/nLfTB6T9t8


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Each five-cell grey row and column has a sum of 20. Digits may not 
repeat along the blue diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Eureka. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Eureka.  

Eureka Sudoku 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGv8Ks-dgYY
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/7bN3dbRJ3R


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. CHESS KING rules apply.  The grey shaded cells in the initial grid can 
only contain odd digits. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Snooker Sudoku. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Snooker Sudoku. 
 
 

  

Snooker Sudoku 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrALcjhTczs
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/n2pR3jQB63


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits may not repeat on the blue diagonals. ARROW 
rules apply. CHESS KING rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Arrow Twist. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Arrow Twist. 
 
 

 
  

Arrow Twist 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gkdh7pYKMbo
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/gFgtmMjPRm


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. CHESS KNIGHT rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Boomerang. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Boomerang. 
  

Boomerang 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYqq34KqhEw
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/48m3j7PRtj


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. CHESS KING rules apply. Each diagonal in blue must not have repeated 
digits. Adjacent digits along the orange line must differ by at least 4. 
 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Dutch Whispers. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Dutch Whispers. 
 
  

Dutch Whispers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pAQYHf42Ik
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/PMBb4hP3mm


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Two neighbouring digits along a line must have a difference of at least 
4. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Windmills of Your Mind. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Windmills of Your Mind. 
  

Windmills of Your Mind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_08Rte2uB-8
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/mbMtqhDD3t


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Digits cannot repeat on the blue diagonals. Digits in two cells that are 
diagonal neighbours must differ by at least 2. 
 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Superking. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Superking. 
  

Superking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sd8tPBYj16E
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/p7T9dHPbR9


 
 
 

 
 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply and each cage sums to 15. The centre box is a semi-
magic square where rows and columns add to 15 but not necessarily the diagonals. 

 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Swirling Fifteen. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Swirling Fifteen. 
 
 

  

Swirling 15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrMHUOJaUjU
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Dn29B36q78


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Richard is known as the Sudoku PROFESSOR. He started a 
Sudoku Variant Series back in 2013 on Logic Masters 
Germany in which he continues to contribute a unique 
variant Sudoku every week. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
My Top 10 Professor Puzzles: 
 
Renban: The first puzzle on CTC by Richard Stolk was in the early days of the channel and 
does not have an online version to solve so make the most of watching Mark solve this one. 
 
XV: Simon solves the grand masterΩs XV variant. 
 
German Whispers: Searching high and low for Sudoku Variant Series number 271. 
 
Sudoku X is Still Alive: Cage sums all end in a digit X. Can Mark find what X is? 
 
Thermal Killer: ¢ƘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƴŀƪŜ-like killer cages. 
 
Palindromic Snake: Simon takes on the snake that does not touch itself even diagonally. 
 
Remote Clones: Mark plays puzzle 326 in the SVS. How can he know there will be an 8 in the 
corner? 
 
Broken X-Sums: X-Sums that are either one above or one below the numbers provided. 
 
Multiplarrow : Arrows that multiply the circle numbers is solved by Mark. 
 
Short Sandwich: Short sharp sandwiches is 381 in the series.   

https://logic-masters.de/Raetselportal/
https://logic-masters.de/Raetselportal/


 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Digits placed in each shaded region must form a consecutive, non-
repeating set. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Renban used in WPF Sudoku Grand Prix in 2019.  

Renban 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gNGoQCrPps


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. XV rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch The Longest Sudoku Series XV. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play The Longest Sudoku Series XV.  

XV 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lMgsCRoD2g
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/2J2fRGP4Tn


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. GERMAN WHISPER rules apply. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Searching High and Low. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Searching High and Low.  

German Whispers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zQ7AfCwJZI
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/PgpmP3Gf8B


 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. The sums of digits in all cages end with the same digit X. It is part of the 
puzzle to find the value of X. Digits may not repeat within cages. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch X is Still Alive. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play X is Still Alive.  

Sudoku X is Still Alive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Wl7-x2Va6U
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/MR8DnQTbGQ


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply with the addition of they must be placed in a way 
that they are all horizontally or vertically connected in an increasing order, such that they 
form a snake-like pattern of one cell wide. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Professor's Beautiful Lesson. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Professor's Beautiful Lesson.  

Thermal Killer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlC18NyCgQg
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Fd6j36j2jr


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
Draw a snake in the grid that starts and ends in the cells with the circles. The snake wriggles 
horizontally and vertically and never touch itself, not even diagonally. The digits on the 
snake form a palindrome; they read backwards the same as forwards. The digits in grey cells 
are not part of the snake and indicate how many of the horizontally, vertically, and 
diagonally adjacent cells are part of the snake. All possible grey cells are given. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Don't Let Your Snake Touch Itself. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Don't Let Your Snake Touch Itself.  

Palindromic Snake 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lf0WQObzFo8
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/rJt3468PBN


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
Arrows in a cell indicate that the Nth cell from the clue cell contains the same digit in both 
directions, with N being the digit in the clue cell. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch How Can He Know There Will Be An 8 In The Corner. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play How Can He Know There Will Be An 8 In The Corner.  

Remote Clones 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G92kMb6esn4
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/DnPM6Jdm4g


 
 
 

 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
Clues outside the grid indicate the sum of the first digits from that side. The number of digits 
to count is (X-1) or (X+1) where X is digit in the first cell from that side. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch So Few Clues and All Of Them Liars. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play So Few Clues and All Of Them Liars.  

Broken X-Sums 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of_057WM4Us
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/LfpB98Jrt6


 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
The sum of the digits on a line between two circles is equal to the multiplication of both 
digits in the circles. In each calculation, digits may be repeated. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Yet Another Sudoku Variant. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Yet Another Sudoku Variant.  

Multiplarrow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZ0pSqI9O6k
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Hp97h2FtB4


 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
Clues outside the grid indicate the sum of the digits placed between the largest digit and the 
smallest digit in the first six cells from that side. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Short Sharp Sandwiches. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Short Sharp Sandwiches. 
  

Short Sandwich 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNzD1AxCe3g
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Jb973GNQmd


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shye appears on Rangsk Youtube channel. 
 

 
 
Watch Shye 
 
 
 

 
My Top 10 Shye Puzzles: 
 
Jekyll and Hyde: {ƛƳƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ {ƘȅŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƻƴ /¢/ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ 
 
Spider Web: aŀǊƪ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻƴ {ƘȅŜΩǎ ǎǇƛŘŜǊ ǿŜō ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǊŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΦ 
 
LITS: Turn your chaos into calm is the first irregular Sudoku in this pack that also combines 
the LITS pencil puzzle. 
 
Monte: A classic Sudoku for Mark to showcase some techniques beyond the usual fish. 
 
Aurora: The Northern Lights gets 98% on LMG and comes from the secret Santa. 
 
The Hive: Simon solves the Hive on Groundhog Day. 
 
Valtari: Sudoku technique that SƛƳƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǇǳȊȊƭŜΦ 
 
Turbine: The magic of the turbine versus diddly squat in the rest of the grid. 
 
Hanabi: ! ƴŜǿ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǘǊƛŎƪ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǎǳŘƻƪǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿ ƻƴ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ 
 
159: Shye makes the numbers dance as Simon solves 159.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk3HYYbhHa4


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply.  Cells separated by dots have the same common difference (green for 
one difference: red for another).  Outer clues are grouped in pairs; in each pair, one clue is a 
sandwich clue and the other is an x-sums clue.  SANDWICH rules apply. XSUM rules apply. 
Some outside clues use dots in their equations: these are multiplication or "to the power 
of", not concatenation. Not all possible clues are given IE no negative constraints operate. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Jekyll and Hyde. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Jekyll and Hyde. 
  

Jekyll and Hyde 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7LTiZuPhug
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/rNhrQRPdD2


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. LITTLE KILLER rules apply. FORTRESS CELL rules apply. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Spider Web. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Spider Web. 
 
  

Spider Web 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aIf4w_DuSs
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/L48t9frgJG


 
 
 

 
 
LITS rules: Shade exactly four connected cells in each region to form an L, I, T or S tetromino. 
All shaded cells in the grid must connect to each other without forming a 2x2 block of 
shaded cells. Two tetrominoes of the same type must not share an edge. 
 
CLASSIC rules apply KILLER rules apply to shaded regions. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Turn Your Chaos Into Calm. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Turn Your Chaos Into Calm.  

LITS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrLfFfuF5Ko
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/NmLdm7gjPB


 
 
 

 
 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Monte. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Monte. 
 
  

Monte 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QtqVIwKLjI
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/nJHjpdmj98


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. LITTLE KILLER rules apply. PALINDROME rules apply. The digits on 
diagonals must not repeat. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch the Northern Lights. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play the Northern Lights. 
  

Aurora 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZG7id1rvls
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/DRrGhPpjRn


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits cannot repeat on the diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch the Hive. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play the Hive. 
  

The Hive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a81c9BD5D9o
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/TRNPFhN9Mn


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 
 

 
 
Watch Valtari. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Valtari. 
  

Valtari 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2No8hU2OwI
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/P6phpMtQfN


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ODD/EVEN rules apply. KROPKI rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Turbine. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Turbine. 
 
  

Turbine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGpRNwdjZzo
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/R6h7g8rdgf


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Hanabi. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Hanabi. 
  

Hanabi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ICLWWaugGs
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/dgj3Gj84Qh


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Digits in columns 1, 5 and 9 index where the 1, 5 and 9 go in their 
respective rows. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Making the Numbers Dance. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Making the Numbers Dance. 
 
  

159 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMkwG_y5gpk
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/TdBgH8fFdF


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

vƻŘŜŎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƳŜǊƛǎǘƻǊΩǎ 
YouTube channel. 
 

 
 
Watch Qodec 
 
 

 
My Top 10 Qodec Puzzles: 
 
Orbit: .ǳŎƪƭŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳŘƻƪǳ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ ǊƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀ ŦƻǊ vƻŘŜŎΩǎ 
first puzzle on CTC. 
 
Qarpetbeater: The Da Vinci Qode..c ƛǎ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ, probably because of the 
DISJOINT GROUP rule ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 
 
Pufferfish: Need to think outside the box for this puzzle that looks like a pufferfish. 
 
Eddies: Another masterpiece from Qodec which Simon believes is quite difficult. 
 
мноΧф: Great musical intro followed by a solve of 123..9 by Simon. How did he create this? 
We have no clue! 
 
3eetween: Anniversary of the Miracle Sudoku provides a BETWEEN lines Sudoku with a 
single 3 given digit. 
 
Renban Dance: A rarity as Simon spots the Renban Dancer in the grid. He thought he 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ Ƙƻǿ wŜƴōŀƴ {ǳŘƻƪǳǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΧ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻng! 
 
Pairs Party: hƴŜ ƻŦ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ŘƻƳƛƴƻ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
for the CTC new app. 
 
Herringbone: A puzzle that makes you weep with frustration, how do you start it? Then 
when you do start it makes you weep with joy. 
 
Lion: Another great musical intro followed by the roar of a lion as Simon and Mark meet 
Qodec in London for the first time.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArPr8fn2AOg


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. LITTLE KILLER rules apply. ODD/EVEN rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Orbit. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Orbit. 
 
 

 
  

Orbit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfTFtnCBtOQ
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/P8Tgqq7DPg


 
 
 

 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. LITTLE KILLER rules apply. DISJOINT rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Da Vinci Qode. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Da Vinci Qode. 
  

Qartpetbeater 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nxj_VA8gzaU
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/67hmPT6gLB


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Pufferfish. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Pufferfish. 
  

Pufferfish 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGu2VYK-AMg
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Qh7QjthLmb


 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. ODD/EVEN rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Eddies. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Eddies. 
 
  

Eddies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbaQdYQV0DM
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/b4Btb33hfF


 
 

 

 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. LITTLE KILLER rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch 123..9. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play 123..9. 
  

123..9 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrAlttadCZU
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/Btqp8DBmD7


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. BETWEEN rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch 3eetween. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play 3eetween. 
 
 

  

3eetween 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFmdxR6T87w
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/BT7TMtM62j


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ODD/EVEN rules apply. RENBAN rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Renban Dance. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Renban Dance. 
  

Renban Dance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pE9WbN65JFg
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/DrpgPndfDd


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. XV rules apply. KROPKI rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Pairs Party. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Pairs Party. 
  

Pairs Party 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBFAw_fhKOA
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/r3qFHRhTbh


 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. THERMO rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Herringbone. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Herringbone. 
 
  

Herringbone 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41TKh_o8Af0
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/9pHpmQqr79


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Lion. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Lion. 
  

Lion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HBp8V2C6rM
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/dbhMgB9dmT


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jovi_al makes an appearance on aŜƳŜǊƛǎǘƻǊΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘǳōŜ 
channel. 
 

 
 
Watch Jovi_al 
 
 

 
My Top 10 Jovi_al Puzzles: 
 
Spaghetti: ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ WƻǾƛψŀƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƻƴ /¢/ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǊŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΦ 
 
Syzygy: ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ΨbƻǊƛΩ ΨbƻǊƛΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŀǊǊƻǿ 
Sudoku. 
 
Mirrors: Can mirrors help you solve Sudoku?  
 
Gravity: This puzzle is out of this world. How could Simon miss this one? 
 
Burrows: ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ нлΣллл ƻŦ ƘŜǊ {ǳŘƻƪǳΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ 
 
Killer X: Counting the digits is an expert sudoku technique. 
 
Arrow Sandwich: A few of my favourite things; Sandwiches; Arrows and Jovi_al. 
 
Cobra Roll: /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ άbƻέΥ ŀ ƴŜǿ {ǳŘƻƪǳ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ 
 
Doubling Lines: Wonderful musical intro followed by a great solve of a new simple ruleset. 
 
Eight Squares: Mark is tracking down a killer without much information.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVSta15dZ3g


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. CHESS KNIGHT rules apply. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Spaghetti. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Spaghetti. 
 
  

Spaghetti 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1hVXOEFwSQ
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/H4fBMgLJMb


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Syzygy. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Syzygy. 
 
  

Syzygy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaFiPBjDZ6U
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/gJBjt7tP43


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits cannot repeat on the diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Mirrors. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Mirrors. 
  

Mirrors 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrYk8fsUjuQ
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/GNb3g7F7ft


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. THERMO rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Gravity. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Gravity. 
 
  

Gravity 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kym5UAVA7I
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/9GB9bhd2hF


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. ARROW rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Burrows. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Burrows. 
  

Burrows 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHBhhtKLJVY
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/4JnMFpQJ3n


 
 
 

 
 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits cannot repeat on the diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Counting the Digits. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Counting the Digits. 
 
  

Killer X 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoeKVoK0qFM
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/P9hRgD9393


 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. SANDWICH rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Arrow Sandwich. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Arrow Sandwich. 
  

Arrow Sandwich 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNafMzLth3A
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/7DJ9JQPqG2


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Cobra Roll. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Cobra Roll. 
 
 

 
 
  

Cobra Roll 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxxn0F1TPe0
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/qR6b8L3htF


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits along lines appear exactly twice along the line. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Doubling Lines. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Doubling Lines. 
  

Doubling Lines 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Midwp36q7Js
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/jrdBR9H43F


 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Eight Squares. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Eight Squares. 
 
  

Eight Squares 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBeBeKqgEUg
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/DrGBD39bD9


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zetamath has his own YouTube channel and has 
made an appearŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƳŜǊƛǎǘƻǊΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ 
channel. 

 
 
 
Watch Zetamath 
 
Support Zetamath 

 
My Top 10 Zetamath Puzzles: 
 
Flower: ! ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜŘ {ǳŘƻƪǳ ƛǎ ½ŜǘŀƳŀǘƘΩǎ first puzzle on CTC solved by Mark. 
 
Polyminos 2: A shape shifting Sudoku that intrigues Mark from start to finish. 
 
Ambiguity: The devastating difficulty of a simple idea to be solved by Mark whilst the 
drilling has stopped. 
 
Ouroboros: 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƴake bite you is the combination of a closed loop pencil puzzle 
and Sudoku. 
 
Hydra: These snakes are touching each other is a region construction Sudoku. 
 
Nabner: Does this puzzle deserve 3 million views? It seems impossible to start, and if you 
do, how on earth do you finish? 
 
Diamonds: Diamonds are for (Cl)ever as each line adds up to the sum of its touching circles. 
 
Flak: Mission impossible: Sudoku edition gives Simon his comeuppance. 
 
10 Lines: Are 10 or 11 lines used here? The rules say lines have groups of digits that sum to 
10. 
 
Double Double: Lǎ ƛǘ ŀ ōƛǊŘΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜΚ bƻΧ LǘΩǎ ½ŜǘŀƳŀǘƘ.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftd0x80WeAk
https://www.patreon.com/zetamath


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. Digits in the central yellow 3x3 box cannot be a 
ƪƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘhe same digit. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Flower. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Flower. 
  

Flower 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJyhcfMk9bM
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/MfTJQdmQ8p


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. The grid divides fully into polyominos, each containing one circle and 
no repeated digits. The circle digit indicates the number of cells in that polyomino. White 
boxes separate adjacent, consecutive digits that share a polyomino. Black boxes separate 
adjacent numbers with a 1:2 ratio that are in different polyominos. All such boxes of both 
types are given. Three of the polyominos have been filled in, including the unique largest 
and the unique smallest. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Shape Shifting Sudoku. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Shape Shifting Sudoku. 
 
  

Polyminos 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDakUGey-Pk
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/99mhp87F4G


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. THERMO rules apply. Solver needs to work out 
which is an ARROW, and which is a THERMO. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Ambiguity. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Ambiguity. 
  

Ambiguity 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRHs1MqWMVs
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/3Rf6DHNPhb


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Cells must be shaded to form a single closed loop that is 1-cell wide. 
The loop may not touch itself, even diagonally. Within each cage, the sum of the shaded 
squares and the sum of the unshaded squares is equal. Digits must not repeat within a cage. 
The circles contain a digit equal to the number of adjacent cells that are part of the loop. 
This total includes the cell itself, the orthogonally adjacent squares, and the diagonally 
adjacent squares. Not all circles are given. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Ouroboros. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Ouroboros. 
  

Ouroboros 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M39k_hyxjbc
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/67NL6D4jBH


 
 
 

 
 
Each row and column must contain the digits 1-9 exactly once, and there are nine 
orthogonally connected regions in the grid that also contain the digits 1-9.  Each region 
ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘέΣ which is one cell wide, 9 cells long, and does not 
touch itself, even diagonally.  Each serpent has a head and tail, also to be determined by the 
solver. Think of the head of the snake as its first cell, the next cell as the second, and so on.  
A cell in the grid is circled if the digit it contains matches its position in its snake.  That is, the 
head is circled if it is a 1, and the tail is circled if it is a 9, and so on. ALL circles have been 
given. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Hydra. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Hydra. 
  

Hydra 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCy3FdNzdas
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/btgQm83JD2


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KROPKI rules apply. Each blue line cannot contain a repeated digit; nor 
can it contain ANY consecutive digits.  e.g., if a line has a 3 anywhere on it then neither 2 nor 
4 can appear on that line. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Nabner. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Nabner. 
  

Nabner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OQIjdc8zNM
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/fpmB4ppfMp


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. The digits on each line sum to the sum of the digits in the circles on the 
line's ends.  E.g., If two circles containing 7 and 9 are connected by a line of length 3, that 
line might contain the digits 6, 3 and 7.  Digits can repeat along a line and its circles if 
allowed by other rules.   
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Diamonds. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Diamonds. 
  

Diamonds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_CTMm83jYQ
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/n6tP7pMpNf


 
 
 

 
 
Place the digits 1 to 9 once each into each row, column, and region.  Regions need to be 
deduced by the solver and consist of 9 orthogonally connected cells. For each blue line, 
digits on the line have an equal sum N within each region the line passes through. If a line 
passes through the same region more than once, each individual segment of such a line 
within that region sums to N separately. Every line must enter at least two regions. A digit in 
a circle indicates the number of digits on that segment of the line within that region. Not all 
circles are necessarily given. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Frak. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Frak. 
  

Frak 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sx2GQGw48Pg
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/8DfMHmLpqP


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. Each line consists of one or more contiguous groups of cells, each of 
which sums to 10. These groups of cells cannot overlap. Digits may repeat freely on lines 
and even within sums. For example, 23573 would be a valid fill for a length 5 line because 
we may divide it as 235 - 73. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch 10 Lines. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play 10 Lines. 
 
  

10 Lines 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6noZ-Aq-nO4
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/DMp47hdP2D


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ODD/EVEN rules apply. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ ŀǊŜ άŘƻǳōƭŜ 
ŀǊǊƻǿέ ŎƭǳŜǎ ƛΦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƛǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀl to the sum of the digits in the 
ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ф άŘƻǳōƭŜǊǎέΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ Ǌƻǿ 
column and box. For purposes of double arrow clues, cells on doublers count as double their 
value. Each digit from 1 through 9 is doubled exactly once. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Double Double. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Double Double. 
  

Double Double 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrMVhhaiUvE
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/tTm73r746q


 
 
 
 
 
 

¢ŀƭƭŎŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ aŜƳŜǊƛǎǘƻǊΩǎ 
Youtube channel. 
 
 

 
 
Watch Tallcat 
 
 

 
 

 
My Top 10 Tallcat Puzzles: 
 
The Barrel: ¢ŀƭƭŎŀǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƻƴ /¢/ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǊƻǿ {ǳŘƻƪǳ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ мм όŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ 
third ever puzzle). 
 
Four Corners: If we ever make another book this Sudoku should be in it! Hope you keep 
your word, Simon? 
 
Quatre Coins: The French version of Four Corners and this is even more brilliant! 
 
Twixt: OK this Sudoku is just stunning. A combination of BETWEEN and ARROW.  
 
Rumours: They say this puzzle is brilliant, even if Mark gets interrupted by the oven. 
 
Read Between the Lines: A lovely musical intro followed by a Christmas Movie. 
 
Scientific Method: What scientific method is required here? Will Mark work it out? 
 
[ƛƻƴΩǎ 5Ŝƴ: SƛƳƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜƴΦ ! ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ YL[[9wΚ 
 
Cross Purposes: How do you even start this Sudoku? How is this possible? What on earth, 
how do you get out of bed and think of this? 
 
Siphon: The most delicate balancing act as Simon solves away from home.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWw3Ndg42Hs


 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch The Barrel. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play The Barrel. 
  

The Barrel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlOPllXlY0Q
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/gJPqRPQjrF


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KILLER rules apply. ARROW rules apply. Digits cannot repeat on the 
diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Four Corners. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Four Corners. 
 
  

Four Corners 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_XzWrahZfA
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/jQdTf2Rtp2


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. KROPKI rules apply. ARROW rules apply. Digits cannot repeat along the 
diagonals. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Watch Quatre Coins. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Quatre Coins. 
  

Quartre Coins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiATtxEl1XE
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/8DQ8dmt3bg


 
 
 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. ARROW rules apply. BETWEEN rules apply. 
 
Watch Simon solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Twixt. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 

 
 
 
Play Twixt. 
  

Twixt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvdQDTswjjQ
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/4JmGBRNDBN


 
 

 

 
 
CLASSIC rules apply. GERMAN WHISPER rules apply. 
 
Watch Mark solve on YouTube by scanning the QR Code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Watch Rumours. 
 
 

 
Play online by scanning the QR code or clicking the link. 
 

 
 
Play Rumours. 
  

Rumours 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vzk8180Grzg
https://app.crackingthecryptic.com/sudoku/8njQg7GTd7

